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PRESS RELEASE

TO : All News Media
FROM : Mayor Sherry L. Capello @5
SUBJECT: Trick-or-Treat

DATE . September 30, 2020

In conjunction with the recommendation of the Police Chiefs Association, Trick-or-
Treat in the City of Lebanon is scheduled for Thursday, October 29, 2020, from 6:00
p.m.-8:00 p.m.

New safety guidelines from the CDC discourage Americans from taking part in
traditional trick-or-treating; however, there are ways to lessen the COVID risks.

o Avoid having large groups of people congregating together. Keep the numbers
of trick-or-treaters to three or four friends wearing masks and while they are
walking down the street, they should try to socially distance. Close contact is
defined as those who are within six feet of you for more than 10-15 minutes.

o Avoid having people congregate on your doorstep yelling “trick or treat”.
Instead consider setting up a table outside where people can walk by and pick
up an individual plastic bag with a set amount of candy. If you are preparing
goodie bags, wash your hands with soap and water for at least 20 seconds
before and after preparing the bags. Using a candy bowl is a perfectly
acceptable solution. If the host is going to hand out candy in person, the host
should wear a face covering over their nose and mouth when giving out
candy. The host should wash their hands frequently and disinfect any high-
touch surfaces.
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Kids should use masks that inhibit the spread of COVID. Stick to the kind of
mask that helps prevent the spread of COVID rather than, say, a SpiderMan
mask. Do not use costume masks in place of cloth masks. Do not wear a
costume mask over a cloth mask because it can be dangerous if the costume
mask makes it hard to breathe. Instead, consider using a Halloween-themed
cloth mask.

Bring hand sanitizer along with you and use it frequently. Parents should be
concerned if their child is likely to rub their eyes, pick their nose, or put their
finger in their mouth while out and about with dirty hands. It’s always good
to take a break and clean their hands between multiple homes. It is also an
opportunity to give the kids a break from wearing the masks if they need it,
in a safe spot away from others where they can remove the mask with clean
hands.

Do not share props, toys or candy bags with other treat-or-treaters.
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